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HEART DISEASE. By Paul Dudley White, Instructor in Medicine,
Harvard Medical School. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1931. pp.
xix + 931.
For years it has been a matter of general agreement that there existed
no such thing in English as a thoroughly satisfactory text-book upon diseases
of the heart and circulation. There have long been special books to meet
special requirements, but when asked to recommend some one volume for
the use of advanced students or practitioners, it has been necessary to point
out that all current texts were deplorably weak in certain respects; some
excelled in the discussion of physiology but failed lamentably in presentation
of clinical features and treatment; others contained excellent chapters upon
the clinical features but left untouched the physiologic basis of symptoms and
signs.
With the appearance of Dr. White's volume the situation has changed
abruptly. No longer need one hesitate to recommend a text as "the best",
for he has succeeded in his ambition to write a book upon this subject that
would contain all the admirable features of previous publications and none
of their defects. How splendidly he has succeeded it is impossible to indicate
in a brief review.
The book is a large one, the text occupying 685 pages and the biblio-
graphy almost 200 more. It is printed throughout upon thick glazed paper,
which makes it painfully heavy to hold, but this is a fault common to almost
all books printed in this country, and is perhaps a commentary upon the
American temperament.
The author has followed the system that has grown so rapidly in the
past few years in this country, and has considered the subject of heart
disease from the standpoints of etiology, structural alterations, and abnormal
physiology or disorders of function, prefaced by a consideration of the his-
tory, and of general and special methods of examination. There are num-
erous illustrations which really illustrate, and are either essential or de-
sirable; he has avoided the pitfall of loading his book with photographs of
pathologic specimens which mean nothing to the reader. The style is lucid
and often forceful; his statements are never ambiguous even when they
have to be noncommittal. The text reads easily; the important points are
sharply and clearly impressed. Unsettled questions are discussed as fully
as necessary, and with admirable objectivity. One feels throughout that
the writer is thoroughly conversant with all the experimental and clinical
phases of his subject. There are few questions relating to the clinical aspects
of heart disease to which one will fail to find a full and correct answer
in this book, if the answer is known.
Of the many admirable and delightful features that characterize the
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to the interest and value of his book by including verbatim excerpts from
many papers that have become landmarks in medical history, especially those
whose authors are known to us in connection with special diseases or features.
Thus, the descriptions of Cheyne-Stokes respiration, Adams-Stokes syndrome,
Austin Flint and Graham Steell murmurs, Osler's nodes, Heberden's angina,
Raynaud's disease, and many analogous matters are given in the original
words; and there are few who will not confess with the present reviewer
that many of them are here encountered for the first time. The bibliography
is not only the most comprehensive ever offered in an English text of this
character, but it is also the most satisfactory in arrangement. The book is
well worth possessing for this feature alone. And finally, the index is
complete, detailed, and accurate.
It is with the greatest pleasure and gratification that the present reviewer
records his delight at the appearance of this splendid and authoritative text.
It is recommended without hesitation or reserve to all who are interested in
this special field of medicine.
H. M. MARVIN.